
Running bamboo spreads 
by tillering a few feet 

underground

Illustrations depicting the difference between 
running and clumping bamboo

Best division: Topped to 
3 branches, good rhizome 

buds and roots.

Swollen healthy 
rhizome bud

Bamboo shoot grows 
from rhizome buds

Bamboo shoot division. 
Usually shoot dies. If there 
are good buds they may 

emerge.

1 year old rhizome with 
good buds. Good to use.

Rhizome tips 
usually rot.

Clumping 
bamboo spreads 
by short necked 

rhizomes 
spreading a few 
inches at a time

Divisions should 
include a well rooted 

and topped older 
culm. Rhizome buds 

and small 
subterranean shoots 
should be present.

Timing:  Spring is the best time to divide bamboo. Dig 

before new shoots begin to grow quickly. Timing is 

different for species. Poor candidates for rhizome only 

divisions are Phyllostachys nigra and P. heterocycla 

pubescens.

Cut here

Dividing tips:  Avoid windy, hot, sunny 
days. Water in immediately and shade for 
a few days. Dividing just before a rain is 

desirable. 

Clumper Runner

Bambusa Chimonobambubusa

Chusquea Indocalamus

Dendrocalamus Phyllostachys

Drepanostachyum Pleioblastus

Fargesia Pseudosasa

Himalayacalamus Sasa

Otatea Semiarundinaria

Thamnocalamus Shibatea

Sinobambusa

THE GENUS NAME INDICATES WHETHER A BAMBOO 
SPECIES IS A RUNNER OR A CLUMPER

Always choose a clumping bamboo if space is limited. A rhizome 
barrier can be installed to contain running bamboos

Drawn and written by Gib Cooper for the Oregon Bamboo Association

Michael James Long,     Treasurer

P.O. Box 41086 

Eugene, OR 97404

e-mail: maj@efn.org

Join OBA. Contact:

DIVIDING BAMBOO

http://www.oregonbambooassociation.org

Contact: Gib@bamboodirect.com 1/10/2007


